


























Old stock route between Newmarket and Angliss meatworks.
“The people of the region are the main resource. The region itself 1s the other resource”.

the struggle to improve the environment? One interesting
possibility is to develop the idea of the ecomuseum — to
regard the buildings and natural features of the region as
part of the museum, the artefacts of the museum. Such
an approach must go hand in hand with research and
interpretation. There must be increasing opportunities
for ordinary people to record their own history, the
history of their own trade, their own neighbourhood up
to the present. Everyone has a store of knowledge and
experience which can be shared, given the opportunity.
The wealth of oral tradition needs to be backed up by
research using a wide variety of sources. For its first few
months of life Melbourne’s Living Museum of the West
has concentrated on the oral approach, on living memory.
This has had the advantage that we can say to people in
the region who may be diffident or hesitant, ““You're the
expert. Nobody else knows what you know. Please join
us in the process of discovering and showing and telling
the story of our region”. At some stage, Melbourne’s
Living Museum of the West will try to go right back in
time to discover and tell more of the Aboriginal people
who once lived on the plains and in the river and creek
valleys. At some stage, once the museum has some sort
of permanent working base, it will be possible to provide
spaces for local people to develop their own exhibition
about what seems important to them. Before too long,
hopefully, the museum will acquire a bus which will
enable it to travel throughout the region — both as an
exhibition bus and as a research bus — park in the street
for a day and get people to drop in their photos for
copying, or leave a name and address for a chat and an
interview. At some stage, it may be possible to develop
a museum of contemporary history. For the moment,
we are an infant museum, with a very long way to go.

From our initial crawling stage we are now moving at a
great rate, learning all the time. The experience we are
gaining, the contacts we re making, the momentum we
are building up must not be lost. We will be striving to
become a permanent fixture on the museum scene, but
hopefully we will never lose the feeling of being part of
the region and of being responsible mainly to the people
of the region.

The use of an employment scheme to begin our mus-
eum raises some questions. Without it, the museum
would have been perhaps a small team of “‘experts™
instead of the broad base of people from many walks of
life and with a range of experiences and contacts to help
them in their work.

Without it we would perhaps never have started. Yet
it is questionable as to whether it is fair to employ
people on a project with only short-term job security.
Much has been expected of us because we are such a
large project. Much cannot be done in twelve months. It
has taken years to develop some of the main ecomusees
of France. In our voyage through time and space and
with a major commitment to interactive exhibitions, we
will, like all museums, need substantial funding in the
future to enable us to live and grow. Although we are at
the service of local people in our region, we also regard
ourselves as part of a world-wide movement to record
and present working people’s history. We owe govern-
ment and the museum world our thanks for the encourage-
ment given us and hope that it may continue in the
future.

In return we hope to give back some of the strength
and excitement generated in a museum which is living
and closely bound up with a region and its people.
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